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Douglas Dispatch—October 1961

• October 17th—”Tuesday is JC Day In Cochise County—Vote for The Junior College”
• “Timetable Set On Junior College Plan” 

• Mrs. D.W. Murry, Mrs. V. Stanford, and Mrs. C.A. Sanchez announce willingness to drive car-less voters to the polls

• October 18th—”Vote Nearly 7 to 1 In Favor of  District” (4562-to-677)
• “…if  we could have a junior college in Cochise County, so many more students would be able to attend and be 

able to further their education.” (Albert Saenz)

• “I think Cochise County should have a junior college district for the simple reason anything progressive is good for 
the whole country and having one would be a step toward that goal.” (N.L. Barnell)

• “…students who are unable financially to live at a college or university would be offered an opportunity to further 
their education.” (Patricia Trammel) 
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1st Governing Board (appointed)

• Dr. George Spikes, University of  Chicago trained physician (Douglas)

• John Caldwell, pharmacist and manager of  Lowell Drug (Bisbee)

• Tom Fleetham, co-owner Willcox Lumber (Willcox)

• Brainard Paige, rancher (Tombstone)

• Don Wattles, purchasing agent for Apache Powder (St. David)



Impacting Student and Communities for 
60 Years

1960 Census—Cochise County
• Population

• Cochise County—55,039

• Douglas—11,925

• Bisbee—9,914

• Sierra Vista—3,121

2020 Census—Cochise County
• Population

• Cochise County—125,447

• Sierra Vista—45,308

• Douglas—16,531

• Bisbee—5,008



• Examined 10 potential college sites in Bisbee, 
Tombstone, Double Adobe, and Douglas

• At all costs, the college should not be located 
near “bars and other types of  recreation or 
entertainment that are objectionable to the 
people of  the county.”

• The State Junior College Board selected the 
Bergmann site  because of  its large size (320 
acres with a possible 160 acres to be added 
later), access to U.S. highway 80, and its location 
midway between Bisbee and Douglas.



“The junior college is in a unique position 
to help the community. It has professional 
staff  members who can make a real 
contribution in working as individual 
members of  a community in all types of  
community programs and projects. It can 
assist in community research activities and 
can help in bringing public information 
programs to the community. The junior 
college that serves all these purposes is truly 
a community college. To receive this 
designation is the highest compliment that 
can be paid to such a junior college.”
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1963

• January 2nd – Dr. Thaddeus C. (T.C.) Johnston 
selected as the 1st Cochise College President

• College offices opened in the Gadsden Hotel



September 22, 1963- Douglas 
Campus groundbreaking

• 12 buildings at a cost of  $1.9M





1964

• January 23rd—unexpected death of  Dr. T.C. Johnston in a plane crash in the 
Whetstone Mountains

• March 16th—Dr. William B. Harwood begins his duties as the 2nd Cochise 
College President

• Begins U.S. tour to hire faculty

• July—college staff  move into the new facilities

• 1964-65 Cochise College Catalog published
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Cochise College is a two-year college, serving students 
of  Cochise County and others who come to it from 
other geographical areas. It provides free publicly 
supported education for two years beyond high school. 
The College affords the youths and adults of  the area 
an opportunity to prepare for careers in vocational, 
technical, pre-professional, and other fields. As a part 
of  this preparation, students are given an opportunity 
to gain experience in responsible citizenship through a 
planned program of  student activities. 



The College is committed to a policy of  democratic principles as a means of  preparing 
students for responsible citizenship and strengthening the American way of  life.

The College is committed to the policy of  providing equal educational opportunities, 
consistent with ability and preparation, for all people beyond high school age. 

The College is committed to the policy of  granting each individual the maximum 
possible freedom of  choice and the opportunity of  exercising personal initiative with 
the aim of  promoting maturity. 

The College is committed to a policy of  accepting students at any level of  
achievement, and providing, when feasible, an educational program geared to the 
student’s progress. 

The College is committed to a policy of  orderly, thrifty growth as a County Junior 
College to the end that the citizens of  the county and state are economically served. 

The College is committed to a policy of  providing superior instruction in all 
departments, and hopes, thereby, to promote excellence in the vocations as well as in 
the professions. 



1964

• September 9th-11th—Faculty Orientation
• September 17th—College Assembly (Convocation)
• September 21st—Cochise College opens its doors

• 441 students

• Evening Education
• Buena High School
• Fort Huachuca Education Center
• Benson High School
• Willcox High School
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Douglas Dispatch—September 19, 1964

“Let us not forget opening the doors marks the beginning 
and not then end. We have in our grasp the opportunity 
to develop a truly outstanding institution of  higher 
learning that can benefit us by enriching our lives and 
educating our children.” 

Dr. George Spikes 
Clerk of  the Board



“College Philosophy…Outlined by President”

“In a democratic society a junior college must assist 
individuals in the community to attain levels and 
types of  leadership and responsibility 
commensurate with their potentials and with 
community needs.” Dr. William B. Harwood 

Douglas Dispatch, 9/19/1964



Dr. Joanna Michelich (‘68)

Higher Education—1970 to 2009
• Asst. Dean of  Women, Univ. of  North Dakota
• Dean Student Personnel Services, West Shore CC
• Dean of  Student Affairs, Central Arizona College
• Campus Dean, Central Arizona College
• Executive Vice President/Provost, Cochise College
Community Service
• Sierra Vista Regional Hospital Board
• Legacy Foundation Board
• Cochise College Foundation

https://youtu.be/m72LEuA0IQk
https://youtu.be/ZKPUEejsIsw?si=Cb7GLm6ZawYWWyA_


Dr. James “Bo” Hall (‘71)

Cochise College--1983 to 2022
• Baseball Coach
• Department Chair
• Athletic Director
• Executive Dean of  Student Services

https://youtu.be/m72LEuA0IQk
https://youtu.be/seotlL5zDBw?si=DWVzuoupdY5zc86J


Danny Ortega (‘82)

• Born and Raised in Douglas
• IBM Systems Engineer
• Manage the Family Business

• Ortega, Inc
• Douglas School Board (12 years)

• Board President (8 years)
• Cochise College Board
• Mayor of  Douglas (2012-2016)
• Southwest Division Manager, APS

• President, Greater Yuma Economic
Council

• V.P, Yuma Community Food Bank

https://youtu.be/m72LEuA0IQk
https://youtu.be/lxiDcI9PFCM?si=vFBR-NPk39--CkxA


Sheriff  Mark Dannels (‘85)

• 40 Years of  Law Enforcement
• 26th Sheriff  of  Cochise County (2012-present)

• Chief  of  Police, Coquille, OR

• Deputy, CCSO

• Officer, Bisbee PD

• United States Army Veteran

https://youtu.be/m72LEuA0IQk
https://youtu.be/CWZyJH01QVU?si=MVKqjYItvdkpHKgs


Senator David Gowan (‘02)

Arizona Senate 2020-present
Arizona House of  Representatives 2008-2016
• 52nd Speaker of  the House 2015-2016

https://youtu.be/m72LEuA0IQk
https://youtu.be/m7b7agVPcEU?si=biJcmEIRdzKaQKhD


Melany Edwards-Barton (‘08)

• CEO, Sky Island Regional Partnership
(Chamber of  Commerce)

• Real Estate Agent
• Gold Star Wife

https://youtu.be/m72LEuA0IQk
https://youtu.be/djgfCGSQebo?si=lkTDrTF3mtrDcS-g


Jason Bowling (‘12)

• CEO, Sulfur Springs Valley
Electric Cooperation (SSVEC)

• Board Member, Arizona@Work
• Sierra Vista Area Chamber of

Commerce

https://youtu.be/m72LEuA0IQk
https://youtu.be/2GyZmPb46CU?si=IvaS7DAm-o4SZ9bA




There are many types of  doors. There are large massive doors, that 
once opened, reveal things that are well beyond the imagination 
prior to their opening. There are small doors that open into small 
places but even these may reveal things that are unbelievable. There 
are doors that open to a completely new world.

One of  the doors that may open a whole new world are those at 
the entrance of  Cochise College. These in turn will allow you to 
open the portals of  your mind and there you may discover the 
worlds of  knowledge, Freedom of  thought and who knows, a 
whole new life before you.

How wide you open these doors and how far you go through them, 
will depend on you.

It is our thought that the theme of  this, the first yearbook of
Cochise College, shall be THE DOOR THAT MAY BE 
OPENED!



To those people who, when given an opportunity, 
voted overwhelmingly to establish a Junior College 
within their County. These people wished something 
better for the county and for their children. They 
were willing to pay for the bonded indebtedness to 
build this college, and to obligate themselves in the 
future for the necessary taxes to maintain and operate 
it. They could see where their children, their County, 
and their Country, through education, would progress. 
They have shown the same spirit displayed by their 
pioneer ancestors who settled this country.

We are pleased to dedicate this, the first yearbook of  
Cochise College, to those citizens and ask that the 
people who attend here live up to the high ideals 
these people intended.



Our Why:

To inspire passion and purpose 
through the education of  individuals 
so that we enhance our community.
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