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Letter 
From the President 

Reflecting on my transition from 
Executive Vice President to President of Cochise 
College, I am inspired by the dedication, innovation, 
and teamwork that have defined 2024–2025. 
Together, we honor the legacy of our first six 
decades while embracing transformative leadership 
changes, innovative programs, and ever-stronger 
community partnerships. 

The theme during the 2024 staff and faculty 
convocation was Our Why: Honoring our Past 

We said farewell to several long-serving leaders 
and welcomed talented colleagues to guide us 
forward. We thank Dr. J.D. Rottweiler for 15 years 
of visionary service, honor Mr. Dennis Nelson, Mr. 
Tim Quinn, and Mrs. Jane Strain for their remarkable 
service on our Governing Board, and welcome Ms. 
Stephanie Money and Mr. Steven Leeder in their 
place. 

 Our students are truly an inspiration, and we 
celebrate those who have achieved statewide and 

and Preparing for our Future. As we adapt to the 
dynamic needs of higher education, it is even 
more important that we look to our "why," as we 
continue to seek innovative and creative ways to 
inspire passion and purpose through the education 
of our students to enhance our community. This 
Year in Review captures our journey, highlighting 
the milestones that mark our path forward and 
reaffirming our commitment to excellence in 
education and community engagement. 

We celebrated new beginnings by welcoming 
our first cohort of bachelor's students and holding 
the grand opening of Bugen Hall, the first student 
housing facility on the Sierra Vista Campus.  

national successes. I'm profoundly grateful for the 
hard work and dedication of our staff, faculty, and 
outstanding students. Their passion fuels our mission 
and lays the groundwork for growth, access, and 
community impact as we provide inclusive and 
accessible educational opportunities that support 
social responsibility, community engagement, 
meaningful careers, and lifelong learning. 

We look forward to sharing these moments with 
you in the 2024-2025 Year in Review. 

Dr. James D. Perey 
President, Cochise College 
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Why 
Cochise College's 

In our 60th year of educating county residents, we 
celebrated our legacy and embraced significant transitions 

and accomplishments. We bid a fond farewell to 
Dr. J.D. Rottweiler, who served as the college president 

with dedication for over 15 years, and welcomed 
Dr. James Perey as the 12th president of Cochise College 

to carry forward our mission. 

To inspire passion and purpose 
through the education of individuals 
so that we enhance our community. 
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Celebrating
60 Years 

While the college proudly honored its legacy, this 
year also marked a time of meaningful change. 
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Celebrating 60 Years 

• The college celebrated Founders Day on 
September 23 at the Sierra Vista and Douglas 
campuses, marking the anniversary of the 
college's first day of classes in 1964 (lower 
left). 

• On November 15, the Pit Fire Pottery Festival 
kicked off the 60th anniversary Homecoming 
activities at the Douglas Campus (lower right). 

• The Douglas Campus Union Gallery welcomed 
the community to view past issues of The 
Heliograph, a student newspaper published 
between 1960 and 1980 (opposite, lower 
right). 

• The Spring Alumni & Friends Mixer was held at 
Tombstone Brewery in Sierra Vista on May 29. 

6 



 

 

 

Cochise County Parade Participation Traveling 60th Anniversary 
Historical Displays 

The six displays, one for each campus and center, 
toured the county at these locations: 

Douglas-Williams House Museum, Douglas 
Copper Queen Library, Bisbee 

Chiricahua Regional Museum, Willcox  
Benson Historical Museum, Benson 

The Cochise College float carrying oversized 
"Polaroid" photos from our history 

appeared in these parades: 

Rex Allen Days Parade, Willcox 
Butterfield Rodeo Parade, Benson 
Veterans Day Parade, Sierra Vista 

Light Parade, Douglas 
Christmas Parade, Sierra Vista 

Independence Day Parade, Douglas 

7 



 

 

 

 

• On July 1, the college welcomed Quint 
Molina, dean of business, career and technical 
education, and Cullen Scarborough, dean of 
workforce development, military programs and 
adult education. 

• Dr. Sheena Brown was appointed interim vice 
president for academics on February 15, and 
Dr. Wendy Davis was appointed executive vice 
president for administration. 

• Dr. James Perey was named the 12th president 
of Cochise College on December 18, 2024. 
He started his new role on February 15, 2025 
(upper right). 

• In spring, Dr. J.D. Rottweiler retired as Cochise 
College president after serving for more than 
15 years. The college hosted retirement parties 
on the Douglas and Sierra Vista campuses. Dr. 
Rottweiler also received the distinguished title of 
president emeritus (lower right). 

Leadership 
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• During the 2024 election, Stephanie Money was 
elected to represent Precinct 5 on the Governing 
Board. She replaced Dennis Nelson, who did 
not seek re-election after serving 12 years on 
the board. She and Jane Strain, Precinct 3, 
were sworn into office at the January 14, 2025, 
Governing Board meeting (upper right). 

• On April 16, 2025, Governing Board member 
Tim Quinn resigned. Stephen (Steve) Leeder 
was appointed as his replacement for Precinct 
4 on May 13, 2025 by Cochise County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Jacqui Clay (lower right). 

• In June, Jane Strain resigned and was named 
trustee emeritus in recognition of 27 years of 
dedicated service to the college and community 
as the Governing Board member for Precinct 3 
(lower left). 
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Purposeful  Innovation 

The college remains committed to innovative advancement in programs, tools, and 
strategies designed to meet the evolving needs of students and the community. 

• The Firearms Training Complex First Shot Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony was held December 16 at the 
Sierra Vista Campus (upper right). 

• In December, the redesigned cochise.edu 
website went live. The new site features a fresh, 
upbeat design and an emphasis on accessibility. 

• On January 7, the college cut the ribbon on 
Bugen Hall. The first student housing on the 
Sierra Vista Campus is named for George Bugen, 
whose bequest helped fund a significant portion 
of the project. (lower right; building photo by 
Kyle Zirkus Photography) 

• The Small Business Development Center 
unveiled a new publication, Cochise County 
Economic Quick Facts, sharing countywide 
economic statistics at a Pulse of the Economy 
event. To view the digital version, visit 
www.cochise.edu/SBDC 

• New this year! The Academic Advising & 
Career Services staff offered Lunch & Learn 
sessions to support students in study skills, 
self-care and career skills. They also partnered 
with Dillard's Department Store for a Dress for 
Success - Career Fashion Show, giving advice to 
students on what to wear and not to wear to job 
interviews (opposite, bottom). 
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• The college launched new programs in dental 
assistant, digital marketing for business, and the 
first cohorts of bachelor’s degrees in RN to BSN 
and a BAS in Leadership, Management, and 
Operations (upper right). 

• Throughout the academic year, the college 
partnered with Chiricahua Community Health 
Centers for Wellness Wednesdays on both 
campuses to ensure students have access to 
important health-related services. 

• In March, the Academic Affairs division hosted 
award-winning author Dr. José Antonio Bowen 
for the free artificial intelligence (AI) educational 
workshop "Get Hands On With AI: Transforming 
& Learning.” The workshop was made possible 
through a Sulphur Springs Valley Electric 
Cooperative Foundation grant (middle right). 

• Early College invited area high school counselors 
to a counselor's breakfast to provide information 
about dual enrollment and early college 
opportunities for high school students.   

• The Academic Advising & Career Services 
department held its annual Grad Bash at 
each campus to assist students in completing 
their graduation applications and distributing 
information about commencement participation 
(lower right). 
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Community 
is Our Middle Name 

Cochise Community College believes education is a powerful force 
for community transformation. Our "why" is simple yet profound: to 
connect with our county residents and engage with our students and 
our community and partner organizations as we strive to strengthen 

the lives of those we serve. 

The Douglas Campus Art Department held a 
ribbon-cutting event for a new mural in the Charles 
DiPeso Library on February 7. The mural was 
created by art students in Ash Dahlke's 292 Special 
Topics in Art: Mural course and honors the college's 
60 years in the community by visually linking each 
campus and center. 
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Community is Our Middle Name 

Cochise College 
Events 

• The college invited the public to attend the 2024 
Haunted Union on October 25 at the Sierra Vista 
Campus (upper right). 

• Student Services held their Fall Bash on both 
the Sierra Vista and Douglas campuses to 
help students prepare to register for the spring 
semester (middle right). 

• Cochise College hosted future teaching students 
from three Sonoran cities, including Navojoa, 
Obregon, and Hermosillo, for a week-long 
English immersion experience. 

• Cochise College inducted alumni Mark Dannels 
(‘85), county sheriff, and Michael Ortega (‘81), 
former Cochise County manager and city 
manager for Douglas and Tucson, and former 
employee David Velasco into its Hall of Fame in 
November. 

• In honor of Native American Heritage Month 
in November the college hosted a special jazz 
concert featuring the renowned Larry Redhouse 
Jazz Ensemble. 

• The Douglas Campus hosted its 2nd Annual Fall 
Family Night on November 8, inviting families to 
visit the campus and participate in fun activities 
as they explored future career opportunities 
(lower right). 
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Community is Our Middle Name - Cochise College Events 

• The college's recruitment team hosted the 
Cochise County high school counselors for the 
2nd annual High School Counselors Breakfast 
(bottom). 

• In February, Cochise College's Cultural Events 
Committee hosted a free Steel Pan Presentation 
& Workshop for the public (upper right). 

• The Student Government Association (SGA) and 
the Allied Health Club teamed up with Canyon 
Vista Medical Center and hosted Student Pulse: 
Conversations on Health Equity, a listening 
session held on both campuses to address 
disparities in healthcare (lower right). 

• The annual Pit Fire Pottery Festival took place on 
November 15 on the Douglas Campus. 

• The Student Government Association hosted 
student club and resource fairs on both campuses 
in the fall and spring semesters. 

• The Civic Engagement Committee hosted 
districtwide Conversations in Civility workshops 
during the spring semester, inspired by the 
book Why Are We Yelling? The Art of Productive 
Disagreement by Buster Benson. 
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Community is Our Middle Name - Cochise College Events 

• Dr. Jennifer Wantz, Ashlee Gray, and Robyn 
Martin co-presented the college’s history, 
achievements, and 60th anniversary as one of the 
Center for Lifelong Learning’s Brown Bag Lecture 
Series (upper left). 

• Academic Advising and Career Services hosted 
transfer fairs in February (left, second down). 

• The annual Spring Fling was a favorite event 
for Douglas Campus students as they enjoyed 
outdoor games, food, and music (left, third 
down). 

• During the spring semester, the Sierra Vista 
Campus hosted the Youth Arts Festival, Skilled 
Trades Day, and Cochise College Expo to expose 
local families to the opportunities available at 
the college. 

• The 3rd Annual Wellness Fair held on both 
campuses in March included interactive 
wellness activities, free health screenings, and 
booths from more than 30 local health agencies. 

• Cochise College students participated in the 
national Reading Across America campaign by 
volunteering their time reading to elementary 
and middle school students at Loretto Catholic 
School in Douglas (lower left). 
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Community is Our Middle Name 

Cochise in the Community 
• The college hosted a free community concert 

and masterclass with Les Voix humaines, 
acclaimed early music performers from 
Montreal, Canada, on October 25 at Faith 
Presbyterian Church. 

• The Cochise College Ensemble held its free 
holiday concert on December 14 at the Sierra 
Vista United Methodist Church (pictured 
practicing, upper right). 

• In October, college staff participated in the 
Rex Allen Days Parade in Willcox and the 
Butterfield Rodeo Parade in Benson. 

• In November, the college placed 3rd in the 
Douglas Holiday Parade. 

• Cochise College celebrated National Night Out 
with local law enforcement agencies in Sierra 
Vista, hosted by the Sierra Vista Police, Fire, and 
EMS (middle right). 

• During the holiday season, students, faculty and 
staff volunteered for the Sierra Vista Salvation 
Army (lower right) 
Contributions: 
ɐ 18 hours of ringing the bell outside of Walmart 
ɐ 35 angels were sponsored by the college 

community 
• In April, students celebrated National Volunteer 

Week at the Douglas animal shelter opposite, 
upper right). 
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Community is Our Middle Name - Cochise in the Community 

• Throughout the academic year, students 
volunteered at Haven Health in Douglas (right, 
second down). 

• TRiO students volunteered at Rancho Feliz 
Charitable Foundation in Agua Prieta, Sonora. 
Students helped build two homes and visited a dog 
shelter and a migrant center (right, third down). 

• Cochise Cares Volunteers of the Year 
ɐ Douglas Campus Student Volunteer of the Year: 

Tiana Underwood 
ɐ Sierra Vista Campus Student Volunteer 

of the Year: Donna Goranov 
ɐ Employee Volunteer of the Year: 

Jennifer Ratkovich 

• Led by instructor JenMarie Zeleznak, the Art 
292 Special Topics in Art class gave students a 
real-world experience in public art from concept 
to completion as they created a mural in the 
Emergency Department entrance of the Canyon 
Vista Medical Center in Sierra Vista (lower right). 

• Douglas Campus Dean, Abe Villarreal hosted a 
Cochise in the Community Coffee & Conversations 
event every Friday morning at the Blueberry Café in 
Douglas (lower left). 
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Investing inDreams 
Cochise College students have bright futures due to innovative 
collaboration and the generosity of our community partners. 

• The college was notified of a pledge that would 
establish the Ann Marie Stephens Viticulture 
Program, which would provide students with 
the skills and knowledge to succeed in the 
growing wine industry. The financial commitment 
would fund an endowed faculty position and 
scholarships (right). 

• Members of the women’s and men’s basketball 
teams volunteered at local fall festivities and 
earned more than $16,000 for their programs. 

• In partnership with Consulmex Douglas, 21 IME 
Becas scholarship awards were presented to 
Cochise College students in November (opposite, 
lower left). 

• Fifteen businesses and organizations financially 
supported the Senior and Non-Traditional Student 
scholarships by sponsoring the Cochise College 
Foundation’s fifth annual Pathway to $150k 
Virtual Run/Walk/Cycle. Nineteen other patrons 
participated in the production of a calendar that 
inspires donors to continue their support of the 
college. 
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“People ask how I got scholarships, 
I always say, just apply! 

The opportunity is there, 
and I’m very thankful.” 

– Alberto Marmolejo 
Nursing student & scholarship 

recipient 

• Alumna Alvina Hughes and her family organized 
the annual Memorial Day Baseball Classic in 
Douglas. The event provided scholarships to 
seven incoming Cochise College students. 

• Cochise College received a rebate check of 
$34,000 from APS due to sustainable and energy 
conservation upgrades on the Douglas Campus in 
partnership with Schneider Electric (upper right). 

• Students at Cochise College now have access to 
an exciting new scholarship opportunity that will 
help cover the cost of fine and digital media art 
classes and expose them to the inner workings 
of an operating art museum. The Artemizia 
Foundation Art Scholarship provides assistance 
to Cochise College students with demonstrated 
artistic potential, as evaluated by the college art 
faculty (lower right). 
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Students 
Cochise College students are engaged in college life through clubs, 
events, leadership, and peer mentoring. They support our “why” by 

fostering connection, belonging, and community. 

in Action 

The Douglas Campus welcomed students in the fall 
with pizza and a popcorn party, and the Sierra Vista 

Campus hosted a Welcome Back BBQ, 
60th anniversary edition. 
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“At first, I didn’t know exactly what 
I wanted to do, but the advisors 
and instructors helped guide me. 
If you’re looking for a community, 

Cochise College is a beautiful 
one to be a part of.” 

– Isaiah James 
Cybersecurity student 

• Research students were busy throughout the year. 
They conducted research along the San Pedro 
River, visited Biosphere 2 in Tucson, presented 
research in California, and traveled to Bahia Kino 
at Prescott College’s Kino Bay Center (upper 
right). 

• Students observed Dia de Los Muertos in 
November with a Day of the Dead altar (or 
ofrenda) and a Painting Fiesta that included DIY 
sugar skull painting (lower right). 

• In November, students in the Connections for 
Success class hosted an interdisciplinary writing 
and art exhibit in the Douglas Campus Union 
Gallery, showcasing poetry and artwork that 
represented life in the borderlands. 

• The Student Government Association honored 
veterans through a Veterans Day social media 
campaign, which included individual posts of 
veterans with their years of service and special 
message from the nominators that submitted their 
picture. 
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Celebrating Staff 
• In July, the American Association of Community 

Colleges appointed Dr. Perey, then executive 
vice president for academics, to its Commission 
on Small and Rural Colleges. 

• In August, Dr. Rottweiler received the 2024 
Pacific Region Chief Executive Officer Award 
from the Association of Community College 
Trustees. 

• In November, Governing Board Member Jane 
Strain was inducted into the Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame. 

• Dr. Rottweiler was named the Herald/Review's 
2024 Person of the Year on December 29 (upper 
right). 

• The college's Marketing Department received 
regional and national awards from the National 
Council of Marketing & Public Relations for 
several projects (lower right). 
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Cochise Kudos Awards  
• 2024 Quarter 3 

Doug Schlarbaum and Heather 
Gijanto 

• 2024 Quarter 4 
Cara Elkins and Terry Oritz 

• 2025 Quarter 1 
Ashley Dahlke and Kendra Kaiser 

• 2025 Quarter 2 
Rebecca Gualtiere 

NISOD Excellence 
Awards 
• Melissa Faglie (left) 
• Abraham Villarreal (right) 

Non-Exempt Staff
Award (NESA) (top) 
• Katie Sorensen 
• Angie Castillo 
• Carmen Morales 
• Jodi Brock-Olivares 

Faculty Emeriti 
• Margarita Fate 
• Chris McVean “Faculty's never-ending support 

for my future goals has 
made me believe in myself more 
than I ever would have before.” 

– Jonathan Sigona 
Mathematics alumnus 

23 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Students 
• Madeline Colley, Jackson Hankins, Ana Le, and 

Mary (Kayla) McLeod were named to the All-
Arizona Academic Team and received tuition 
waivers to complete their bachelor's degrees at 
an Arizona public university. 

• Kayla McLeod was one of only 20 students 
nationwide named to Phi Theta Kappa's 2025 All-
USA Academic Team. One of 2,100 applicants, 
she also scored the highest score in Arizona 
and was named a 2025 New Century Transfer 
Pathway Scholar (upper right). 

• Sheila Wheeler was named an Oberndorf Scholar 
by the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and has 
received a $1,500 scholarship. The Oberndorf 
Lifeline to Completion Scholarship helps Phi 
Theta Kappa members overcome unanticipated 
financial barriers preventing the completion of 
their first college credential, associate degree, or 
certificate. 

• Valentina Soto Calzada, an elementary education 
major, and Byanka Ramirez, a psychology major, 
were selected to participate in the Disney College 
Program at Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, 
Florida, during the Spring 2025 semester. The 
internship experience combines professional 
development with hands-on work (middle right). 
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“Cochise College has given me the 
foundations – with these I can go far 
and advance. Why think little when 

you can be and do bigger?” 
– Miguel Angel Felix Pacheco 

General Studies student 

• Aevah Rios' artwork was recently exhibited at 
the Shemer Art Center and Museum in Phoenix, 
where she was honored as an Arizona Artists 
Guild Scholarship recipient. She also gave an 
artist talk, sharing her creative journey with the 
broader arts community (opposite, lower). 

• Ximena Lizarraga was nominated for the 2025 
ALL IN Student Voting Honor Roll (upper right). 

• Cochise students BolaniLe Richardson, Miguel 
Ruiz, Isaiah James, Alma Buelna, and Gisela 
Orozco participated in the annual Hispanic 
Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) 
Capitol Forum to learn about positive ways to 
advocate for student success. They also met 
with their elected representatives and toured the 
historic sites of the nation's capitol (middle right). 

• Auttum Smith, science student, was 
accepted into the American Cancer Society's 
Undergraduate Summer Internship Program at the 
University of Arizona (lower right). 
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Athletics 
Women's Soccer 
• Sabrina Amezcua and Michelle Gomez were 

awarded First Team All-Region 1 honors 

• Head Coach Santos Rangel was awarded Region 
1 Division 1 Coach of the Year 

• Sophomores Diana Montoya and Celiane 
Pereira were awarded Second Team All-Region 
1 honors 

Baseball 
• Three former Apaches were selected in the 

2024 MLB draft. 

ɐ Connor Caskanette, Catcher – 12th Round – 
Miami Marlins 

ɐ Ryan Magdic, Left-handed Pitcher – 14th 

Round – Oakland Athletics 

ɐ Evan Shaw, Left-handed Pitcher – 16th Round 
– Los Angeles Dodgers 

• Head Coach Todd Inglehart won his 900th career 
game 

Men's Basketball 
• Ben Henderson was named NJCAA Division I 

National Player of the Week 

Women's Basketball 
• Micayla Silas was awarded Third Team All-

American 

• Jessie Joaquim was named NJCAA Division I 
National Player of the Week 

Rodeo 
• Women's Rodeo won their second consecutive 

Grand Canyon Region championship 

• Macie Fowlie, Sealey Bottom, Murphy Gaasch, 
Taten Erickson, and Braulio Barraza qualified for 
the College National Finals Rodeo (CNFR) 

• Murphy Gaasch finished fourth in breakaway 
roping at the CNFR 
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Recognitions State & National 

Cochise College continued to earn distinction at both the state 
and national levels for its excellence in academic programs and 
student engagement. The college was named the Best Associate 
Degree Program in Arizona by UniversityHQ.org and was also 
recognized as a Carnegie “Opportunity College,” joining an 
elite group of institutions nationwide celebrated for expanding 
access to higher education and promoting student success. 

Demonstrating its commitment to civic engagement, Cochise 
College was designated a 2024 ALL IN Most Engaged Campus 
for College Student Voting and recognized as a Voter-Friendly 
Campus for the second consecutive year. In addition, Allnurses. 
com ranked the college’s RN to BSN program 7th in Arizona— 
the only community college included on the list—further 
highlighting Cochise College’s leadership in providing quality, 
accessible education. 

A Bright
Future 

As we look ahead, Cochise 
College continues to be 

future-focused. 

• Expanding Access: The college is advocating for Workforce 
Pell alignment to ensure rural students can pursue high-
demand programs like CDL-A training, vital for local growth 
and port-of-entry workforce needs. 

• Strategic Think Tank: A college-wide Think Tank will bring 
together voices from across the county through listening 
sessions and community connection events to shape the 
college’s next chapter. 

• Viticulture Program: The college is developing the Ann Marie 
Stephens Viticulture Program. 

• Accreditation Readiness: The college is preparing for its 10-
year reaffirmation of accreditation by the Higher Learning 
Commission (HLC), ensuring continued excellence in serving 
our communities. 
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By the Numbers 
Quick Facts & Demographics 2024-2025 
10,399 

9,026 

5,422 Non-MOS Students 

44% 1st Generation 

52% Female 47% Male 

Total Community Members Served
includes college credit and non-credit courses & training 

Total Students Served 
includes full-time and part-time degree/certifcate-seeking students 

3,604 Military Occupational 
Students (MOS) 

Race/Ethnicity Economic Impact 
Hispanic or Latino 46% 

White 39% 

Black or African American 5% 

Two or more races 4% 

Unreported 3% 

Asian 1.4% 

American Indian 
or Alaskan Native 0.5% 

Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islanders 0.2% 

on the county 
˜6% 

˝˙% 

$261.5 million 

3,186 

added income 

jobs supported 

Data reported does not include MOS student population except for Students Served and otherwise notated. 

Sources for By the Numbers: 24-25 IPEDS 12-Month Enrollment Survey, Institutional Research, Financial Aid Office, 
Community Engagement Division 
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By the Numbers 

Average Age Median Age 

26 21 

Class Size Faculty-Student Ratio 

13 1:15 

Degrees & Certifications 

1,173 776 1,667 
Degrees Awarded Certificates Awarded Students Earned a 

Degree/Certificate 

Center for Lifelong Learning 

113 1,000 
Leisure Learning Courses Students Served 
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By the Numbers 

Professional Development & Workforce Training 

77 304 
Courses Students Served 

Customized Workforce Partnership Training 

42 674 
Courses Students Served 

Small Business Development Center 

SBA
 N

ational G
oal =

 35 

SBA
 N

ational G
oal =

 40 

SBA
 N

ational G
oal =

 275
Underserved 

Businesses Started 

235 57 50 
Clients Advised Capital New Businesses 

Transactions Started 

21 
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By the Numbers 

Cochise College Foundation 
Scholarships Awarded- 2024-2025 Aid Year 

752 
Total Students Awarded 

Scholarships 
329 
Senior Non-Traditional 

53 

Scholarships Student Scholarships 

Total Internal and External Scholarships Awarded 

$878,606 
$241,432$637,174 

Internal External 

Student Activities 

63 30610 
Businesses, organizations and Community Events Free Public Events 
educational institutions that hosted by the college 

used our space 
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Letter from the Foundation 

Don't we all need and appreciate feel-good stories? 
As a former board member of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Bisbee, and an enthusiastic current member of the Cochise 
College Foundation board of directors, I can tell you the 
following makes both organizations proud and will warm 
your heart. 

A native of Naco, Arizona, Priscilla Venegas grew 
up surrounded by the beauty of the desert, a close-knit 
community, and the law enforcement 
presence that helps keep the peace. 
So when the time came to go to col-
lege, she felt drawn to the study of 
administration of justice but also a 
bit uncomfortable about leaving the 
area. 

She chose to enter the welcom-
ing environment of Cochise College, 
where the Ralph Italia Memorial 
Scholarship is helping her prepare for a career whose 
impact she already sees every day. Italia was a college 
employee whose family and friends established the schol-
arship in his memory after he passed away. Since 2007, 
the endowment and the awards it generates have steadily 
grown through stable investment management. It’s also 
advanced Italia’s legacy of caring by helping students pur-
sue studies in administration of justice and careers in law 
enforcement. 

The scholarship is not need-based. Rather, it reaches 
students with a solid academic record. It’s helped Vene-
gas cover the cost of books, a computer, and fuel to get 
to class. At Cochise, she’s part of the Student Support 
Services / TRiO program, which supports low-income, 
first-generation and disabled students with tailored advis-
ing and tutoring, volunteer and leadership opportunities, 

Local Opportunities Inspire
Student Journeys toSuccess 

career development and testing, financial literacy training, 
and visits to four-year institutions. 

“I have enjoyed all of my classes, but my favorite has 
been psychology with Dr. Quijada. And, without TRiO, I 
would have been lost.” 

Venegas works at the Boys & Girls Club of Bisbee 
(BGCB) and notes that she has seen changes in herself 
because of her experiences at Cochise College. In the fu-

ture, she plans to be part of the 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol 
with the hopes of one day having 
her own squad and being a leader. 
She’s also interested in real estate. 

“Being here at the college and 
taking classes has honestly helped 
me be a more understanding per-
son and be more patient. It’s made 
me a good example for the kids I 

work with. Cochise College has helped me think clearly, 
be more open-minded, and be aware of what is right and 
wrong. If you try, anything is possible to accomplish.” 

And there you have it…an example of the young peo-
ple that BGCB and Cochise College set on their way to 
responsible adulthood. The Cochise College Foundation 
plays such an important role too, by ensuring your dona-
tions are secure, earn appropriate, stable returns, and end 
up supporting the journey of students like Priscilla. We 
couldn’t do it without your help. 

Larry Borger 
President 
Cochise College Foundation 
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